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ABSTRACT

The present study was designed to investigate the problems in creating a conducive
classroom environment in teacher training institutes. The main objective of the study
was to pinpoint the perceptions of teachers and students in creating conducive
classroom environment. Teachers and students of the Institute of Education and
Research, University of Peshawar were taken as population for conducting the
research. Ten students each from different semesters and M.Ed were selected
randomly as a sample. Similarly, 10 teachers teaching at the institute were also selected
as a sample. So, 50 students and ten teachers constituted the sample size of the study.
The questionnaire was prepared by a thorough study of the review of the related
literature and mutual discussion among the experts. The strongly agree and agree were
converted into agreeing, whereas, disagree and strongly disagree were changed into
disagreeing. The data were tabulated and then analyzed through percentages. The
main conclusions of the study are: Disrespect in the classroom leads to frustration, the
climate of the classroom needs to be conducive, there should be no noise and
interference, and teacher should value the language in the classroom and that there
should be a proper methodology and use of A.V Aids in the classroom. The study
recommended that the classroom can be made free of emotional frustration for the
students as well as the teachers, good organization and management in the classroom
is necessary for conducive learning environment, the classroom may be suitable for
group work and activities, workshops and seminars can be arranged for the teachers
and that there may be good relationship among the teachers and students.

KEYWORDS: Conducive Classroom Environment, Teacher Training Institutes, Students
and Teachers Views about Conducive Classroom Environment

1. INTRODUCTION

The environment is required to be conducive to learning, allowing the student's

space and time to interact with the learning and teaching process. Creating and
maintaining motivating learning environments can be obtained through effective

classroom organization, interactive and whole school displays and a climate of innovation
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(Singh, 2014). Fidley and Varble in 2011 stated that creating a conducive environment
which is conducive to learning is one of the most important things, a teacher can do. This
becomes more crucial for the students enter classrooms with their cells phones, pagers
and beepers.

Researchers about student academic achievement and building condition sum up
that the quality of the physical environment affects student achievement. There is enough
evidence to state without vagueness that the building in which student spend a lot of their
time learning does, of course, influence how well they teach (Victorian Institute of
Teaching, n.d).The acoustical conditions in a classroom may severely affect listening,
which in turn affect learning. It is seen, that many teachers have difficulty channelizing
the emotions of students in their classroom and the overall emotional climate of the
class(Hygge in 2014).Teachers have given emphasis to the importance of positive
teacher-student relationship and summarized that such relationship increases the
confidence level of students, produces mutual respect and obedience (Hussain, et al,
2013). Linsinonin (2009) has argued that when you face disrespectful behaviour
personally; two things can be there to happen: 1st. You will desire to show your students
who are the boss, 2nd. You will be inclined to rebuke, lecture or react with
criticism.Weigle, 2017 stated that it is a matter of fundamentals please, thank you and
excuse me, which can go a long way towards establishing a respectful classroom, climate.
That’s pretty easy to comprehend.

Brain research proves that physical activity; such as moving, stretching, walking
can actually enhance the learning process (Jensen, 2000). The main question is how to
extract optimum activation of students’ brain? Not surprisingly, there is a direct link
between the number of senses activated and the quantity and location of brain activity
(Miller, 2014). When audiovisual aids are utilised judiciously, they can help the most
effective sort of learning for all kinds of students (Sandra, 2012).Therefore the
researchers have taken, “Problems in Creating Conductive Classroom Environment in
Teacher Training Institutes”, to be one of the most important areas of research.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

= To identify the problems in creating a conducive classroom environment in the
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teacher training institutes.
= To pinpoint the perceptions of teachers and students in creating conducive
classroom environments.

2. METHODS AND PROCEDURE

The study is descriptive in nature. Institute of Education and Research,
University of Peshawar is taken as population for conducting the research. Ten students
each from M.Ed and B.Ed (Hons) Semester 2nd, 4th, 6th and 8th were selected as
sample. So, a total of 50 students were consulted for data collection. Moreover, 10
teachers teaching at the Institute were also selected as a sample. Questionnaire having 15
guestions was prepared by a thorough study of the review of the related literature and
mutual discussion among the experts. The data were collected through questionnaires
from the teachers and students. The strongly agree and agree were converted into
agreeing, whereas, disagree and strongly disagree were changed into disagreeing. The

data were tabulated and then analyzed through percentages.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1. Responses of students regarding problems in creating a conducive
classroom environment in the teacher training institutes

S.No | Item SA A ub DA SDA

U2 @ ESB080 [ ©F 11(22%) | 22(44%) | 5(10%) | 6(12%) | 6(12%)

I physical interference

. The classroom is not leading to o . o Q g
il | omotional frustration 6 (12%) | 22(44%) | 4(8%) | 15(30%) | 3(6%)

There is a mutual respect
iii. | between the teachers and 32(64%) | 16(32%) | 1(2%) 0(0%) 1(2%)
students

Disrespect in the classroom

i 0, 0, 0, 0, 0,
Y | St Gusiean 25 (50%) | 21(42%) | 1(2%) | 2(4%) 1(2%)
You feel relaxed in the o 0 o 0 0
Vo | classroom 10(20%) | 32(64%) | 4(8%) | 3(6%) 1(2%)
Vi The teacher provides a friendly 11(22%) | 33(66%) | 5(10%) | 1(2%) 0(0%)

environment in the classroom

The organization and
vii. | management in the classroom | 13(26%) | 27(54%) | 3(6%) 6(12%) 1(2%)
is good

viii, | Thereis an attractive physical | 7,400y | o5(5006) | 6(1206) | 11(22%) | 1(2%)
environment in the classroom

The climate of the classroom is

0, 0, 0, 0, 0,
it 10(20%) | 30(60%) | 2(4%) | 8(16%) | 0(0%)
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The noise and interference
X. leads to unconducive 20(40%) | 18(36%) | 6(12%) | 4(8%) 2(4%)
classroom environment

xi, | Thefurmniture in the classroom | 1500y | 193806 | 4(8%) | 14(28%) | 5(10%)
in in proper order

xii. I;‘r?gsaCher'“the Classroomis | 449805 | 20(58%) | 5(10%) | 2(4%) | 0(0%)

The teacher develops rapport
xiii. | with the students in the 8(16%) 29(58%) | 7(14%) | 6(12%) 0(0%)
classroom

Your teacher values language

Xiv. | .
in the classroom

15(30%) | 23(48%) | 5(10%) | 6(12%) | 1(2%)

The teacher use A.V. Aids and
Xv. | proper methodology in the 15(30%) | 22(44%) | 3(6%) 8(16%) 2(4%)
classroom

Thirty-Three (66%) students agreed, whereas 12(24%) disagreed with the
statement that the classroom is free of physical interference. Regarding the statement that
the classroom is not leading to emotional frustration, 28(56%) students said “YES” but
18(36%) students said “NO” in this regard. There is a mutual respect between the
teachers and students, 48(96%) student agreed in this respect. Forty-Six (92%) students
said “YES” that disrespect in the classroom leads them to frustration. The students feel
relaxed in the classroom, 42(84%) students said that they agree in this regard. Teachers
provide a friendly environment in the classroom, 44(88%) students agreed in this
connection. The organization and management in the classroom are good 40(80%)
students agreed, whereas 7(14%) disagreed in this respect. There is an attractive physical
environment in the classroom, 32(64%) students said “YES”, but 12(24%) said “NO” in
this respect. Forty (80%) students agreed that the climate of the classroom is conducive,
whereas 8(16%) disagreed in this regard. The noise and interference lead to the un-
conducive classroom environment, 38(76%) students said “YES” but 6(12%) students
said “NO” in this regards. The furniture in the classroom is in proper order, 27(54%)
students agreed but 19(38%) disagreed with this connection. Forty-three (86%) students
agreed with the statement that teacher in the classroom is caring, but 2(4%) disagreed in
this regard. The teacher develops a report with the students in the classroom, 37(74%)
students replied in positive, whereas, 6(12%) replied in negative. Your teacher values

language in the classroom, 38(76%) students agreed but 7(14%) students disagreed with
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that statement. Thirty-seven (74%) students agreed that teachers use A.V. Aids and

proper methodology in the classroom, whereas 10(20%) students disagreed in this

respect.
Table 2: Responses of Teachers regarding the problems in creating a conducive classroom
environment in teacher training institutes
S.No | Item SA A ubD DA SDA
. The classroom is free of . . O B B
i. physical interference 3 (30%) | 6 (60%) 1 (1%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
.. | The classroom is not leading . . . B B
"I | to emotional frustration AT | S0 & ) )
There is a mutual respect
iii. | between the teacher and 7 (70%) | 3 (30%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
students
: Disrespect in the classroom 0 0 0 0 0
V. | eads you to frustration 6 (60%) | 3 (30%) 0(0%) 1(1%) 0(0%)
The student feel relaxed in 0 0 o 0 0
V- | the classroom 6 (60%) | 3 (30%) 1(10%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
. Teachers provide a friendly 0 0 0 0 0
V! | environment in the classroom SiEv) | S D) vw) vw)
The organization and
vii. | management in the classroom | 4 (40%) | 6 (60%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
is good
.. | There is an attractive physical . . . . .
V-1 environment in the classroom B | B bEs) ) )
jx, | Theclimate of the classroom | 5 5n00y | 4 (a0%) | 1(10%) | 0(0%) | 0(0%)
is conducive
The noise and interference
X. lead to unconducive 6 (60%) | 4 (40%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
classroom environment
.| The furniture in the g g T . .
X1 classroom s in proper order o () | B ) ) )
ii. Teachers b.ehaV1_0ur in the 3(30%) 7(70%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
classroom is caring
Teachers develop rapport
xiii. | with the student in the 5(50%) 5(50%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
classroom
Teacher value the language
xiv. | of h their students in the 4(40%) 6(60%) 0(0%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
classroom
Teachers use A.V Aids and
Xv. | proper methodology in the 5(50%) 4(40%) 1(10%) 0(0%) 0(0%)
classroom

Nine (90%) teachers said that the classroom is free of physical interference. The

classroom is not leading to emotional frustration, 9(90%) teachers said “YES” in this
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respect. Ten (100%) teachers agreed with the statement that there is a mutual respect
between the teachers and students. Regarding the statement that disrespect, leads the
teachers to frustration, 9(90%) teachers agreed with that. Students feel relaxed in the
classroom, 9(90%) teachers responded in positive in this connection. Teachers provide a
friendly environment in the classroom, 10(100%) teachers agreed in this respect. Ten
(100%) teachers said “YES” that the organization in the classroom is good. There is an
attractive physical environment in the classroom, 10(100%) teachers agreed in this
context. The climate of the classroom is conducive, 9(90%) teachers responded in
positive. Ten (100%) teachers said “YES” that the noise and interference lead to the
unconducive classroom environment. The furniture in the classroom is in proper order,
10(100%) teachers agreed with that statement. Ten (100%) teachers said that the teacher
develops a report with the students in the classroom. Teacher values language in the
classroom 10(100%) teachers said “YES” in this regard. The teachers used A.V. Aids and
proper methodology in the classroom, 9(90%) teachers agreed with that statement. All

(100%) teachers said that their behaviour in the classroom is caring.

Table 3: Views are given by the Teachers

Item. T Responses  and
No Percentage
i Noise near the classroom affect the conducive environment 2(20%)
i Lack of motivation on the put of teachers and students can 1(10%)
create problems in providing a conducive environment
Lack of interest and readiness leads towards the un-conducive
iii. . 1(10%)
environment
iv. Teachers’ behaviour is also one of the problems 1(10%)
V. The teacher should act as a guide 1(10%)
vi. Command ove_r the subject matter help in creating a conducive 1(10%)
classroom environment
Vii. Give respect to students 1(10%)
viii. Teachers should act as a sincere friend 1(10%)
iX. Value learners 1(10%)
X. Treat students democratically 1(10%)
Xi. Do not impose ideas; motivate students to express thoughts 1(10%)
Xii. Classroom environment should be suitable for group work 1(10%)
Xiil. Power Shedding should be controlled 2(20%)




NICE Research Journal (Special Issue, June 2017) ISSN: 2219-4282

. Different subjects related to classroom management should be
Xiv. . . . . 1(10%)
introduced in order to create conducive classroom environment.
XV. Workshops and seminars should be arranged for teachers. 1(10%)
Teachers should know about their self and styles to
XVi. accommodate students psychology, interest, motivation, likes 1(10%)
and dislikes to create a conducive classroom.
XVii. A good relationship between teachers and students 1(10%)
The personal interest of teacher in students personal and
XViil. P . P 1(10%)
academic problems

Two (20%) teachers said that noise near the classroom affects the conducive
environment. Two (20%) teachers said that power shedding should be controlled. Only
(10%) teacher suggested that lack of motivation on the part of teachers and students can
create problems in providing conducive environment, lack of interest and readiness leads
towards un-conducive environment, teachers’ behaviour is also one of the problems in
creating conducive environment, teacher should act as a guide, command over the subject
matter helps in creating conducive classroom environment. ,teacher should act as sincere
friend, value should be given to learners and treat them democratically, do not impose
ideas, motivate students to express thoughts, classroom should be suitable for group
work, different subjects related to classroom management should be introduced in order
to create conducive classroom environment, seminars and workshops should be arranged
for teachers, teachers should know about their self and styles to accommodate students’
psychology, interest, motivation, likes and dislikes to create conducive classroom
environment, there should be good relationship among teachers and students and there

should be personal interest of teachers in students’ personal and academic problems.
4. DISCUSSION

Most of the respondents said that the classroom is free of physical interference.
Most of the respondents were of the opinion that the classroom is not leading to
emotional frustration but some students said that frustration is there in the classroom.
Almost all the respondents said that there is mutual respect between the teachers and
students. In literature, it is stated that mutual esteem in the classroom is something more
than the interaction between students and the teacher. An environment of mutual respect

means that students also care for each other properly. The result is a classroom where
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more learning takes place as students feel safe, motivated and of course, respected.
Achieving such an atmosphere takes substantial effort on the part of teacher as well as the
students (Sandlin, 2017).A very large number of the respondents said that disrespect in
the classroom leads them to frustration. A very large number of the respondents replied
that students feel relaxed in the classroom. Again a very large number of the respondents
said that teachers provide a friendly environment in the classroom. In an article, it is said
that while teaching any subject in a classroom a conducive atmosphere speeds up the
teaching learning process (Khan, 2015). A large number of the respondents were having
the opinion that the organization and management in the classroom is good. In literature,
it is stated that by successful organization of your classroom, you can boost student
success and generate a useful and cooperative learning environment (Ministry of
Education Guyana,2015)).There is an attractive physical environment in the classroom, a
large number of the respondents agreed but some of the students disagreed in this respect.
In literature, it is said that the first things to keep in view when managing your classroom
are cleanliness, light and temperature. Once such like basic elements are checked in your
classroom, think about the floor plan. It should make best use of space and reflect your
individual teaching style (Teachervision, n.d.) A large number of the respondents said
that the climate of the classroom is conducive whereas some of the students said that it is
not so. In an article, it is stated that the classroom should be neat, well ventilated and
large enough to permit free movement (Ziwira, 2015). The noise and interference leads to
un-conducive classroom environment, a very large number of the respondents agreed
with the statement. In literature, it is stated that noise and interference can obstruct your
audience’s capacity to receive your message as accurately as the sender intends (Dwyer,
2013). Most of the respondents were of the opinion that the furniture in the classroom is
in proper order but nearly below half of the students disagreed with the statement. In an
essay, it is said that most likely the most important concern when designing or
maintaining a classroom is student and teacher comfort (Peters, n. d.) A very large
number of the respondents said that the behaviour of the teacher in the classroom is
caring. According to research, few factors in education have a bigger impact on students

educational experience than a caring affiliation with his/her teacher and that they act
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more kind heartedly towards others (Zakrzewski, 2012).Again a very large number of the
respondents said that teachers develop rapport with the students in the classroom but
some of the students did not think so. For a student to build rapport with a teacher, they
believe to be comfortable, safe and connected. A student feel like a teacher truly think
about their welfare and it is then that the student will begin respect the teacher for their
commitment to education (McColey,2015). A very large number of the respondents said
that the teachers value the language of their students in the classroom but some of the
students did not think so. Polite words like please, thank you and excuse me make other
people feel appreciated and respected. You can show kindness and respect for other’s
people feelings by speaking politely to them. Ask the students to tell what they already
know about using polite words (Crunching, 2012). Teacher use A.V Aids and proper
methodology in the classroom, a very large number of the respondents agreed but some
of the students disagreed with that. Using audio-visuals stimulates thinking and develop
learning environment in a classroom. Useful use of audio-visual aids replace with
monotonous learning environments (Mathew & Alimadat.2013).

The conclusion drawn from the suggestions given by the teachers are as:

Noise near the classroom affects the conducive environment. Motivation on the
part of teachers and students can solve problems in providing a conducive learning
environment in the classroom, lack of readiness and interest lead towards the un-
conducive environment. Teacher behaviour is also one of the problems in creating a
conducive environment. In order to create a conducive learning environment, the teacher
should act as a guide. Command on the subject on the part of a teacher can create a
conducive environment in the classroom. Respect should be given to the students and that
teacher should act as a sincere friend. The value should be given to learners and treat
them democratically. Do not impose ideas, motivate students to express thoughts. The
classroom should be suitable for group work. Power shedding should be controlled.
Different subjects related to classroom management should be introduced in order to
create conducive classroom environment. In this respect seminars and workshops can be
arranged for teachers to create conducive classroom environment. The teachers should

know about their self and styles to accommodate students psychology, interest,
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motivation, likes and dislikes to create conducive classroom environment. There should
be a good relationship among the teachers and students. There should be a personal

interest of teachers in students’ personal and academic problems.

5. RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to control the problems in creating a conducive classroom environment
in teacher training institutes, it is recommended that:

= The classroom can be made free of emotional frustration for the students as well
as the teachers.

= The friendly environment created by the teacher in the classroom can lead to a
conducive environment.

= Good organization and management in the classroom are necessary for the
conducive learning environment.

= The attractive physical environment may lead towards a conducive environment.

= The teacher may value the language of the students in the classroom.

= Workshops, seminars can be arranged for the teachers regarding classroom
management and create conducive classroom environment.
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